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WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM OF: 

RAPE - Rape Crisis Hotline: 209•577•5980 

It does not matter whether the offender is a stranger, friend or 
spouse.  No one has the right to touch another against his/her will. 
To do so is a crime. 

If you have been victimized: 
1. Seek immediate medical attention

• To receive needed physical and emotional assistance

• To preserve evidence (there is generally a 72-hour win
dow)

2. Do not bathe, shower, douche, brush teeth, wash hands,
comb hair or wash clothes

3. Bring all clothing, including underwear, that might hold
evidentiary value.

The Rape Crisis Center has counselors for you or other victims 24 
hours a day. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  - Domestic Violence Crisis Hotline: 
209•577•5960 

1. Call the crisis hotline

• If you need safe shelter

• For assistance obtaining restraining/custody orders
2. If you need or want to leave, take important documents with

you (birth certificates, marriage license, insurance paperwork,
etc.

3. Call the Women’s Haven at 209•522•0331 to request
information about additional resources

Additional Options Available 
1. You may ask to have an attacker arrested, under the authority

of a Citizen’s/Private Person’s Arrest
2. You may ask the District Attorney’s Office to file a criminal

complaint
3. You may seek a civil complaint by contacting any private

attorney
4. You have the right to go to the Superior Court and file and of

the following orders for relief:

• An order restraining the attacker from abusing the
victim and/or family members

• An order preventing the attacker from entering the
residence, school, or place of employment of the victim

• An order awarding child custody

• Orders of demand for financial support

A victim has the right to file a civil suit for losses suffered because 
of abuse to include medical expenses, loss of earnings, damage to 
property, or any other related expenses incurred 

THE VICTIM’S BILL OF RIGHTS ACT OF 2008 

MARSY’S LAW 
AND RESOURCES 

To provide victims with rights to 
justice and due process 

Stanislaus County District Attorney 
832 12th  Street, Suite 300 

Modesto, CA  95354 
Phone: 209•525•5550 

Fax: 209•525•5545 
Email: www.stanislaus-da.org 
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SUPERIOR COURT CASE NUMBER 

________________________________________ 

Definition of Victim: 
A “victim” is defined under the California Constitution as “a 
person who suffers direct or threatened physical, psychological, 
or financial harm as a result of the commission of a crime or 
delinquent act.” (Cal. Const., art. I, 25(e)). 

RESOURCES 
Ceres Police Dispatch  209•538•5713 
Ceres Police Records  209•538•5714 
Ceres Police Property/Evidence  209•538•5744 
Ceres Police Investigations  209•538•5727 

Stanislaus County Family Justice Center       209•525•5310 
1625 I Street, Modesto, CA  95354 
Website: www.familyjusticecenter.com/Details/Stanislaus-County-
Family-Justice-Center.html  

Haven Women’s Shelter - Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis 
24 hour line  209•577•5980 
Toll Free line  800•834•1990 
Website: www.havenwomenscenter.org 

Stanislaus County District Attorney Victim Services 
832 12th Street, Suite 300  209•525•5541 
Modesto, CA  95354 

Stanislaus County Adult Probation 
801 11th Street, Suite B-100   209•525•4189 
Modesto, CA  95354 

Stanislaus County Juvenile Probation 
2215 Blue Gum Avenue  209•525•5400 
Modesto, CA  95354 

Stanislaus County Jail 
Men’s Jail   209•491•8727 
Public Safety Center/Women’s Jail  209•525•5630 
Honor Farm  209•538•2202 
In-Custody Reports: www.scsdonline.com 

Stanislaus County Superior Court Website 
(Information on filed criminal cases) www.stanct.org 

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
 877•256•6877 

Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network: www.rainn.org 

California Attorney General’s Victim Services Unit 
www.ag.ca.gov/victimeservices  877•433•9069 

National Center for Victims of Crime  800•FYI•CALL 
www.ncvc.org/national 

Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board 
Www.victimcompensation.ca.gov  800•777•9229 



Message from Chief Chris Perry

When criminals are arrested, the United States Constitution 
guarantees them over 20 individual rights.  It is only fair that  
victims are also accorded rights, so the “Victims’ Bill of 
Rights Act of 2008,” also known as “Marsy’s Law,” provides 
victims with those rights to justice and due process. 

Marsy’s Law was named after Marsalee Nicholas, a UC 
Santa   Barbara student who was stalked and killed by her  
ex-boyfriend.  A week after the murder, Marsy’s mother was 
confronted by the accused murderer.  She did not know that 
he had been released on bail.  The courts, at that time, had 
no obligation to let the family of a murder victim know of 
the release of the accused.  The approval of Marsy’s Law 
changes this.  Courts must take into consideration the safety 
of victims and family when setting bail and release condi-
tions. 

The officers of Ceres Police Department will enforce these 
rights for you, proactively pursuing all avenues that lead to a 
successful prosecution of the offender 

Justice with compassion - that is my pledge to you 

Victim’s Bill of Rights 
“Marsy’s Rights” 

California Constitution, Article 1, Section 28(b) 

In order to serve and protect a victim’s rights to justice and 
due process, a victim shall be entitled to the following rights: 

1. Fairness and Respect
To be treated with fairness and respect for his or 

her privacy and dignity, and to be free from intimidation, 
harassment, and abuse throughout the criminal or juvenile 
justice process. 

2. Protection from the Defendant
To be reasonably protected from the defendant 

and persons acting on behalf of the defendant. 

3. Victim Safety Consideration in Setting Bail and Release 
Conditions

To have the safety of the victim and the victim’s 
family considered in fixing the amount of bail and release 
conditions for the defendant. 

4. The Prevention of the Disclosure of Confidential Informa-
tion

To prevent the disclosure of confidential information 
or records to the defendant, the defendant’s attorney, or any 
other person acting on behalf of the defendant, which could be 
used to locate or harass the victim or the victim’s family or 
which disclose confidential communications made in the course 
of medical or counseling treatment, or which are otherwise 
privileged or confidential by law. 

5. Refusal to be Interviewed by the Defense
To refuse an interview, deposition, or discovery re-

quest by the defendant’s attorney, or any other person acting on 
behalf of the defendant, and to set reasonable conditions on the 
conduct of any such interview to which the victim consents. 

6. Conference with the Prosecution and Notice of Pretrial Dis-
position

To reasonable notice of and to reasonably confer with 
the prosecuting agency, upon request, regarding the arrest of 
the defendant if know by the prosecutor, the charges filed, the 
determination whether to extradite the defendant, and, upon 
request, to be notified of and informed before any pre-trial dis-
position of the case. 

7. Notice of and Presence at Public Proceedings
To reasonable notice of all public proceedings, includ-

ing delinquency proceedings, upon request, at which the defen-
dant and the prosecutor are entitled to be present and of all 
parole or other post-conviction release proceedings, and to be 
present at all proceedings. 

8. Appearance at Court Proceedings and Expression of Views
To be heard, upon request, at any proceeding, includ-

ing any delinquency proceeding, involving a post-arrest release 
decision, plea, sentencing, post-conviction release decision, or 
any proceeding in which a right of the victim is at issue. 

9. Speedy Trial and Prompt Conclusion of the Case
To a speedy trial and a prompt and final conclusion of 

the case and any post-judgment proceedings. 

10. Provision of Information to the Probation Department
To provide information to a probation department 

official conducting a pre-sentence investigation concerning the 
impact of the offense on the victim and the victim’s family and 
any sentencing recommendations before the sentencing of the 
defendant. 

11. Receipt of Pre-Sentence Report
To receive, upon request, the pre-sentence report 

when available to the defendant, except for those portions 
made confidential by law. 

12. Information About Conviction, Sentence, Incarceration,
Release and Escape

To be informed, upon request, of the conviction, 
sentence, place and time of incarceration, or other disposi-
tion of the defendant, the scheduled release date of the de-
fendant, and the release of or the escape by the defendant 
from custody. 

13. Restitution
A. It is the unequivocal intention of the People of

the State of California that all persons who suffer losses as a 
result of criminal activity shall have the right to seek and 
secure restitution from the persons convicted of the crimes 
causing the losses they suffer. 

B. Restitution shall be ordered from the convicted
wrongdoer in every case, regardless of the sentence or dis-
position imposed, in which a crime victim suffers a loss. 

C. All monetary payment, monies, and property
collected from any person who has been ordered to make 
restitution shall be first applied to pay the amounts ordered 
as restitution to the victim. 

14. The Prompt Return of Property
To the prompt return of property when no longer 

needed as evidence. 

15. Notice of Parole Procedures and Release on Parole
To be informed of all parole procedures, to partici-

pate in the parole process, to provide information to the 
parole authority to be considered before the parole of the 
offender, and to be notified, upon request, of the parole or 
other release of the offender. 

16. Safety of Victim and Public are Factors in Parole Release
To have the safety of the victim, the victim’s family 

and the general public considered before any parole or other 
post-judgment release decision is made. 

17. Information about these 16 Rights
To be informed of the rights enumerated in para-

graphs (1) through (16).  A victim, the retained attorney of a 
victim, a lawful representative of the victim, or the prosecut-
ing attorney upon request of the victim, may enforce the 
above rights in any trial or appellate court with jurisdiction 
over the case a s matter of right.  The court shall act 
promptly on such a request.  (Cal. Const., art. 1, Section 
28©(1))  


