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C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

What is the Ceres General Plan?
The Ceres General Plan can be considered the city’s development constitution, containing both a state-
ment of the community’s vision of its long-term development as well as the policies to support that vi-
sion by guiding the physical growth of the city. The proposed General Plan contains policies to guide de-
cision-making related to development, housing, transportation, environmental quality, public services, 
parks, and open spaces.

The Planning Process
The General Plan update began in October 2015 and has taken place over the course of the following two 
years. Community members were invited to participate in the planning process from the beginning, and 
were involved in visioning, policy development, drafting of the proposed General Plan, and scoping of the 
EIR. The major stages of the planning process are described below.

PURPOSE
The General Plan serves the following purposes:

•	 Establish a long-range vision that reflects the aspirations of the community and outlines steps to achieve 
this vision;

•	 Establish long-range development policies that will guide City departments, Planning Commission, 
and City Council decision-making;

•	 Provide a basis for judging whether specific development proposals and public projects are in harmo-
ny with plan policies;

•	 Plan in a manner that meets future land needs based on the projected population and job growth;
•	 Allow City departments, other public agencies, and private developers to design projects that will en-

hance the character of the community, preserve environmental resources, and minimize hazards; and
•	 Provide the basis for establishing and setting priorities for detailed plans and implementing programs, 

such as the zoning ordinance, subdivision regulations, specific and master plans, and the Capital Im-
provement Program.

PLANNING AREA

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The General Plan Planning Area includes the 
City of Ceres, its Sphere of Influence, adjacent 
unincorporated areas, and Mancini Park in the 
City of Modesto.

Issue Identification & Visioning
This stage of the General Plan update process in-
cluded interviews with key stakeholders in Ce-
res, a community-wide newsletter and mail-in 
survey, and interactive community workshops 
held in both English and Spanish.

Existing Conditions,  
Opportunities, & Challenges 
This stage included technical analysis of the exist-
ing conditions of the Planning Area (existing land 
use, fiscal conditions, and public facilities and ser-
vices). A second community-wide newsletter was 
distributed by e-mail to update the community on 
key findings.

General Plan and EIR
This stage of the process is the culmination of the 
General Plan update process and has included 
community workshops in English and Spanish to 
review proposed goals and policies, several Plan-
ning Commission and City Council study ses-
sions on the proposed General Plan, and a public 
EIR scoping meeting. It will also include a pub-
lic review period for both the General Plan and 
EIR, and public hearings for the certification of 
the EIR and adoption of the proposed General 
Plan.

Alternatives and Evaluation 
This stage included the development of three alter-
native land use plans and analysis of each based on 
potential development and transportation, fiscal, 
and infrastructure impacts. The results of the anal-
ysis were discussed at two community workshops, 
one in English and the other in Spanish. Based on 
community input and the technical analysis, the 
City Council chose a Preferred Alternative land 
use plan to form the basis of the rest of the Gener-
al Plan document.

Vision and Guiding Principles
Based on input from the community outreach efforts, the City Council approved the following Vision 
and Guiding Principles to underpin the goals and policies of the General Plan.

The Future of Ceres
The City of Ceres is a distinctive community with small-town charm located 
between Turlock and Modesto in the heart of the San Joaquin Valley.

To prepare for the city’s future, the City of Ceres is embarking on an exciting 
multi-year project to update its General Plan. The city’s current General 
Plan dates back to 1997, and new challenges and opportunities have arisen 
in the years since it was adopted. The purpose of the update is to plan for 
important community issues such as economic development, transportation, 
infrastructure, and Downtown revitalization for the next 20 years and to guide 
future growth and development. 

The success of the Ceres General Plan Update relies on the involvement of all 
of our community members. As a start, please fill out the attached survey. Stay 
involved by visiting www.CeresGeneralPlanUpdate.com to learn more about 
the planning process and upcoming meetings and to sign up for updates. We 
look forward to hearing your input!

El futuro de Ceres
La Ciudad de Ceres es una comunidad típica con el encanto de un pueblo 
pequeño situado entre Turlock y Modesto en el corazón del Valle de San 
Joaquín.

Para prepararse para el futuro, la Ciudad de Ceres está arrancado un proyecto 
interesante de varios años para actualizar su Plan General. El plan actual de la 
Ciudad es de 1997 y nuevos retos y oportunidades han surgido en el transcurso 
de los años desde que éste se aprobó. El propósito de esta actualización 
es planificar los aspectos más importantes de la comunidad tales como el 
desarrollo económico, transporte, infraestructura y la revitalización del centro 
de la Ciudad para los próximos 20 años generando desarrollo y crecimiento 
futuro. 

El éxito de la actualización del Plan General de Ceres se basa en la participación 
de todos los miembros de la comunidad.  Para empezar, por favor llene la 
encuesta adjunta. Participe visitando www.CeresGeneralPlanUpdate.com para 
aprender más acerca del proceso de planificación, las  próximas reuniones y para 
registrarse para las actualizaciones. ¡Esperamos contar con sus respuestas!
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Alternative 1:
Modified Existing General Plan
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Alternative 2:
Southern Industrial Cluster
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Alternative 3:
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* Park Walksheds are calculated only for existing and planned neighborhood parks, and community parks in Ceres. 
**School walksheds are calculated only for public elementary, middle, and high schools. 
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CERES  GENERAL  PLAN 2035
DRAFT  ENV I RONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  |  SCH#  2017052063

FEBRUARY  07 ,  2018

HOW TO COMMENT
The Draft General Plan is available to download at the project website (www.CeresGeneralPlanUpdate.com). 
A printed copy is available for review at City Hall (2220 Magnolia Street). 

Comments on the Draft General Plan can be submitted to:
Tom Westbrook, Director of Community Development

City of Ceres Planning Division
2220 Magnolia Street
Ceres, CA 95307
Tom.Westbrook@ci.ceres.ca.us
You can also always send comments through the project website: www.CeresGeneralPlanUpdate.com.

Public hearings for the adoption of the General Plan will begin in late spring 2018.

      ¿CÓMO VES A TÚ CIUDAD, 
CERES, EN 20 AÑOS? 

¡Involúcrate y participa en hacer esa visión una 
realidad! – 11 de marzo, 2016. 

Taller 
Comunitario 
en Español 

Viernes,                   
11 de marzo   

 9:00 AM- 11:00 AM 

Centro Comunitario  
de Ceres 

 2701 4th Street 
Ceres, CA  95307 

 

 

  
 

**El taller será en español y se proveerá cuidado de niños** 
 

 

Para más información comunícate con Lourdes Pérez o Rosa M. Hernández de Ceres 
Partnership al 209-541-0101, e-mail:  mlperez@centerforhumanservices.org o 

rmhernandez@centerforhumanservices.org.  
 

www.ceresgeneralplanupdate.com             

 

El Plan General es utilizado para la planeación y desarrollo de la ciudad, 
a través del cual se definen los elementos fundamentales; por ejemplo, 
uso del suelo, transporte, recreación, parques, seguridad pública, calles 
seguras, etc.  La Ciudad está iniciando el proceso para actualizar el Plan 
General, la última vez que fue actualizado fue en 1997.  Como parte de 
éste proceso, la ciudad ánima a los residentes de la ciudad, negocios y 
grupos comunitarios a participar.  

VISION STATEMENT
In 2035, Ceres has a continued connection to its agricultural heritage, 
a balance of housing and retail choices, ample job opportunities, an 
attractive Downtown, rich cultural and community events and an 
abundance of recreational opportunities. Ceres is a place where families 
want to raise their children and businesses want to locate and flourish. 
In Ceres, people enjoy a safe and healthy city with first-rate community 
amenities and a clean and sustainable environment.

•	Neighborly Character. Knowing that “Together We Achieve,” continue to cultivate a friendly, 
small town feel, inclusive, and civically engaged community as the population grows and changes.

•	Safe, Family-Friendly Hometown. Promote Ceres strong and high performing school sys-
tem, and support the City’s safe neighborhoods and youth activities so that Ceres continues to be a de-
sirable place for families.

•	Agricultural Identity. Celebrate Ceres agricultural history, support the continued success of the 
agricultural industry, and consider how to balance the protection of prime agricultural lands with growth 
and economic development objectives.

•	Health and Sustainability. Provide well-maintained and accessible parks, street trees and land-
scaping, and healthy food options; and prioritize clean air, clean water, and resource conservation to 
help keep the community—both the people and the environment—healthy.

•	Complete Community. Support the development of a complete and balanced community where 
needs can be met locally, with new commercial options, industrial growth, and a diversity of housing 
options that attracts new business, industry, and associated professionals.

•	Strong Downtown. Encourage and direct public and private investment in Downtown Ceres to 
restore it as the physical and cultural center of the city. Enhance Downtown so it becomes vibrant, ac-
tive and a place for people to assemble, dine, and socialize in a mixed-use environment.

•	Attractive Destination. Cultivate Ceres as a unique destination in the Central Valley and for 
travelers on Highway 99. To the extent possible, ensure that new development visible from Highway 99 
offers attractive and unique views from that travel way.

•	Economic Development. Strengthen job opportunities with industrial and commercial growth 
and promote education and job training. Continue to balance provision of streamlined services and en-
titlements with fiscal responsibility to support the future needs of the City.

•	Revitalization. Encourage infill development and investment within existing neighborhoods and 
commercial corridors in order to revitalize areas within the city limits. 

•	Balanced Circulation Network. Make it safe and convenient for residents and workers to get 
where they need to go and for businesses to transport goods by providing well-maintained sidewalks, 
connected bicycle networks, efficient connections to major transportation corridors, and regional tran-
sit connections. 



C E R E S  G E N E R A L  P L A N  2 0 3 5

What is the Ceres General Plan 
Environmental Impact Report?
The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) analyzes the potential environmental 
impacts of adopting the proposed Ceres General Plan 2035. It discusses how goals, 
policies, and implementing actions of the proposed General Plan may affect the 
environment and identifies potentially significant impacts. It also evaluates the 
cumulative impacts and potential growth-inducing impacts of the proposed General 
Plan. The EIR considers the environmental impacts of alternatives to the proposed 
project, including the “No Project Alternative” (continued implementation of the 
existing 1997 General Plan), and identifies the environmentally superior alternative. 
The EIR is required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in order 
to identify the significant effects on the environment of a project and to indicate 
the manner in which those significant effects can be mitigated or avoided.

The Draft EIR has been prepared according to CEQA requirements, and identifies 
potential environmental impacts associated with adopting the Draft General Plan. 
The Draft EIR is intended to inform decision-makers and the public, and to assist 
City officials in reviewing and adopting the Draft General Plan. If approved, future 
projects that are consistent with the Draft General Plan could use the EIR to 
streamline and simplify the development process.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
In most issue areas, potential impacts were found to be less than significant, although some impacts re-
lated to Agriculture, Air Quality, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Land Use, Population and Housing, 
Noise, and Transportation were found to be significant and unavoidable.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUE AREAS
The Draft EIR analyzes following environmental issue areas, based on research and comments received 
on the Notice of Preparation and at the public EIR Scoping Meeting held on June 5, 2017:

Public Comment and Timeline
The Draft EIR was released on February 7, 2018. Members of the public are in-
vited to submit comments on the Draft EIR during the public comment period, 
which lasts through 5:00 pm on Monday, March 26, 2018. Following the public 
comment period, the City will prepare the Final EIR, which will include a formal 
response to all comments received. Public hearings for the certification of the 
Final EIR will begin in late spring 2018.

ENV IRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT

•	Aesthetics
•	Agricultural Resources
•	Air Quality
•	Biological Resources
•	Energy, Greenhouse Gases, and 

Climate Change
•	Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
•	Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

•	Historic and Cultural Resources 
•	Hydrology and Water Quality 
•	Land Use, Population, and Housing
•	Noise
•	Public Services and Recreation
•	Transportation
•	Utilities
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Figure 4.2-1: Southern Industrial
Cluster Alternative
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Figure 4.2-2: No Project Alternative
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ALTERNATIVES
CEQA requires EIRs to evaluate a reasonable range of alternatives to the Pro-
posed Project that could feasibly attain most of the basic project objectives and 
would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant environmental impacts. 
This EIR evaluates two alternatives: The Southern Industrial Cluster Alternative, 
which seeks to shift Industrial-designated areas onto larger parcels closer to SR-
99 in order to create a more attractive environment for industrial developers, and 
the No Project Alternative, which represents the continuation of the City’s cur-
rently adopted General Plan.

HOW TO COMMENT
Please submit written comments on the Draft EIR by 5:00 pm on Monday, March 26, 2018 to:
Tom Westbrook, Director of Community Development

City of Ceres Planning Division
2220 Magnolia Street
Ceres, CA 95307
Tom.Westbrook@ci.ceres.ca.us
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Figure 3.11-3: Projected Noise Contours 
(2035)
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Figure 3.7-4: School Buffers and 
Proposed Land Use
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 Figure 3.10-2: Existing Land Use in 
Planning Area
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The Southern Industrial Cluster Alternative 
proposes industrial uses in the southeast portion 
of the Planning Area.

The No Project Alternative assumes the continuation 
of the 1997 Ceres General Plan. 



The Land Use and Community Design Element directs the location, form, and 
character of future development, shaping where people will live, work, play, and 
shop in Ceres. It presents the desirable pattern for the ultimate development of 
the city through 2035 and seeks to ensure that land use planning reflects the com-
munity’s priorities for the growth of the city, conserves farmland and the natural 
environment, and promotes sustainable lifestyles and equitable investments. The 
Land Use and Community Design Element consists of goals and policies, as well as 
a Land Use Diagram and other figures. Policy text and maps would be considered 
collectively as project approvals or future amendments are made.

Land Use and Community Design

STATE LAW
State law requires general plans to include a land use element. In accordance with State law, this Element 
designates the general distribution, location and extent of land for housing, business, industry, open 
space, education, public facilities, and other categories of public and private uses of land. It also includes 
standards of residential and non-residential density for the various areas covered by the General Plan.
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GOALS

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Land Use and Community Design Element. Each goal is sup-
ported by a number of more detailed policies to further guide decision-making.

COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND GROWTH

Goal 2.A 	 Support growth that improves quality of life for all residents and 
enhances the qualities of Ceres that residents love.

Goal 2.B 	 Foster a distinctive city identity to support civic pride and Ceres’ 
appeal.

Goal 2.C 	 Promote and support Downtown Ceres as the vibrant heart of the city, 
as this area was during Ceres’ beginnings.	

Goal 2.D 	 Promote infill development to protect farmland; enhance community 
character; optimize city investment in infrastructure; provide pedes-
trian- and bicycle-friendly neighborhoods; and enhance economic 
vitality.	

Goal 2.E 	 Balance the function of streets as part of the circulation network 
with their role as public spaces, elements in the city’s landscape, and 
potential commercial corridors. 	

GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATIONS, DENSITY STANDARDS, AND 
ESTIMATED BUILDOUT

Goal 2.F 	 Support Ceres’ neighborly and family-friendly character with complete 
and well-designed neighborhoods.

Goal 2.G 	 Promote development of commercial uses compatible with surround-
ing land uses to meet the present and future needs of the Ceres market 
area and to maintain economic vitality.

Goal 2.H 	 Promote development of industrial uses to meet the present and future 
needs of Ceres residents for jobs and to maintain economic vitality.	

Goal 2.I 	 Ensure new growth areas contribute to Ceres’ proud identity and 
promote community health.	

Goal 2.J 	 Regulate future development near the airport to provide for protection 
of public health and safety.

Goal 2.K 	 Maintain land as Residential Reserve and Industrial Reserve within the 
Planning Area to consider for development projected to occur beyond 
2035.	

URBAN DESIGN

Goal 2.L 	 Ensure quality design that supports the goals of the General Plan.

Goal 2.M 	 Minimize impact on the environment and protect quality of life in the 
face of a changing climate.	

DISADVANTAGED UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITIES

Goal 2.N 	 Ensure that the benefits and burdens of land use planning and public 
services are distributed fairly, with particular attention to disadvan-
taged unincorporated communities (DUC).
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The Land Use Diagram is a graphic representation 
of the proposed General Plan’s land use goals and 
policies, and designates the proposed general loca-
tion, distribution, and extent of land uses.
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Design Guidelines
These guidelines show the physical form envisioned by different types of development in Ceres.
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The Transportation and Circulation Element includes goals and policies aimed at 
providing mobility choices for travel within and connecting to Ceres. The General 
Plan provides for the development of new roadway infrastructure and multi-mod-
al improvements to serve the existing and future population with mobility choices 
that reduce air pollution, reduce the need for some additional roadway improve-
ments, and provide viable non-automobile travel options.

Transportation and Circulation

STATE LAW
State law requires general plans to include a circulation element consisting of the general location and 
extent of existing and proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, any military air-
ports and ports, and other local public utilities and facilities, all correlated with the land use element of 
the plan. This Element also reflects important policy changes, including the California Complete Streets 
Act (AB 1358) which requires general plans updated after January 30, 2011 to incorporate Complete 
Street policies and frameworks to provide a balanced, multi-modal transportation network that meets 
the needs of all users of streets, roads, and highways for safe and convenient travel.

Chapter Header
6.2	HEADER 1
HEADER 2
Header 3
Header 4

GOALS

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Transportation and Circulation Element. Each goal is support-
ed by a number of more detailed policies to further guide decision-making.

STREETS AND ROADWAY SYSTEM

Goal 3.A 	 Provide for the long-range planning, development, and mainte-
nance of the city’s roadway system to ensure the safe and efficient 
movement of people and goods through a variety of travel modes.	

Goal 3.B  	 Maintain acceptable multi-modal travel flow along Ceres’ major 
corridors.	

Goal 3.C  	 Protect residential areas from high-volume and high-speed traffic and 
its effects and promote bicycling and walking on residential streets.	

PARKING

Goal 3.D 	 Provide a sufficient amount of convenient, safe, and attractive vehicle 
and bicycle parking to serve existing and new development through-
out the city.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

Goal 3.E 	 Promote provision of safe and efficient transit service to reduce con-
gestion, improve the environment, and provide viable non-automotive 
means of transportation within and connecting to Ceres. 	

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

Goal 3.F 	 Provide a safe, comprehensive, and integrated system of facilities for 
non-motorized transportation.	

GOODS MOVEMENT

Goal 3.G 	 Maintain a balanced freight transportation system to provide for the 
safe and efficient movement of goods that balances the needs of other 
roadway system users.

TRANSPORTATION FINANCING

Goal 3.H 	 Develop a financially sustainable transportation system that includes 
planning, design, construction, maintenance and operations funding 
from a variety of sources. 

! ! !

! ! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! !
! ! !

! ! !
! ! !

! ! !
! ! !

! ! !
! ! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! !

!
!

! !
!

!

! ! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

! !
!

!
!

!

! ! !

!
!

!

! ! !

! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! !

! ! !

! ! !

!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!
!

!
!

!

!!!!!

!

!
!

!

!!!

!

!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! !
! !

!

! ! !

o

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t R

d

Garrison St

5t
h 

S
t

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S
 C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt 

R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

S
t

D
al

la
s 

S
t

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
Av

e

El Camino Ave

C
en

tra
l A

ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tra

l A
ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

B
la

ke
r R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

S
t

Rhode Rd

B
ou

ld
er

 A
ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St
H

er
nd

on
 R

d

E Service Rd

C
en

tra
l A

ve

B
la

ke
r R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd
Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Paradise
 Rd

S
 C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

S
ut

te
r A

ve

B
oo

th
e 

R
d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

E
sm

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

S
to

nu
m

 R
d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt 

R
d

E
as

tg
at

e
Bl

v d

Malik Av e

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

B
oi

se
 A

ve

S
an

ta
 F

e 
Av

e

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

B
ro

w
n 

A
ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

}}}99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Freeway

Expressway

Arterial

Primary Collector Secondary 
Collector

Other Roads

Railroads

River City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! !

!
!!!!!

General Plan Planning Area
0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic Information 
Systems, 2015; ESRI, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

    

! ! !

! ! !

!
! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! !
! ! ! ! ! !

! ! !
! ! !

! ! !

! !
!

!
!

!

! ! !

! ! ! ! !

!

! ! !

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! !

!
!

!

! ! !
!

!
!

! ! !

! ! !
! ! ! ! ! !

!
!

!
!

!

!

! ! !
! ! !

! ! !

!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!

!
!

!

!!!!!

!

!
!

!

!!!!

!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! !

o

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t R

d

Garrison St

5t
h 

S
t

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S
 C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St
W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt 

R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

S
t

D
al

la
s 

S
t

Herndon Rd
Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
Av

e

El Camino Ave

C
en

tra
l A

ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tra

l A
ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

B
la

ke
r R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

S
t

Rhode Rd

B
ou

ld
er

 A
ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St
H

er
nd

on
 R

d

E Service Rd

C
en

tra
l A

ve

B
la

ke
r R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd
Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Paradise
 Rd

S
 C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

S
ut

te
r A

ve

B
oo

th
e 

R
d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

E
sm

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

S
to

nu
m

 R
d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt 

R
d

E
as

tg
at

e
Bl

vd

Malik Ave

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

B
oi

se
 A

ve

S
an

ta
 F

e 
Av

e

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

B
ro

w
n 

A
ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

}}}99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Existing Class 1 
Path

Existing Class 2/3 
Lanes/Route

Future Class 1 
Path

Future Class 2/3 
Lanes/Route

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

River

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! !

!
!!!!!

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic Information 
Systems, 2015; ESRI, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

    

The Circulation Diagram depicts the proposed circulation system to 
support development under the Land Use Diagram. The hierarchy 
of roadways in the classification system consists of freeways, express-
ways, arterials, collectors, and local roadways. Freeways have the 
highest travel speeds and capacity, but have access restrictions, while 
local roadways are designed to provide direct property access with 
slow vehicular travel speeds.

This diagram shows existing and planned bicycle routes in the Planning Area.

CIRCULATION DIAGRAM

EXISTING AND FUTURE BIKE FACILITIES

Bicycle Facility Classifications
Illustrations show different types of bicycle facilities.

Completely separated right-of-way for exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians

Not to scale 8’-12’
Paved Path

2’
Shoulder

2’
Shoulder

SHARED-USE PATH (CLASS I)

BUFFERED BICYCLE LANE (CLASS II)

Not to scale Sidewalk

0’-2’ S
triped B

uffer

SidewalkParking 5’-6’
Bike Lane

5’-6’
Bike Lane

Travel Lane Travel Lane

0’-3’ S
triped B

uffer

1.5’-3’ S
triped B

uffer

Modified on-street bike lane with painted buffer

BICYCLE LANE (CLASS II)

Not to scale Sidewalk

Bike Lane Sign
(Optional)

Sidewalk7-8’
Parking

5’-6’
Bike Lane

5’-6’
Bike Lane

Travel Lane Travel Lane

On-street striped lane for one-way bike travel

BICYCLE BOULEVARD (CLASS III)

Not to scale Sidewalk SidewalkParking ParkingTravel Lane

Bicycle Boulevard Signs

Travel Lane

Shared on-street facility with improvements to prioritize bicycle traffic

Parking

BICYCLE ROUTE (CLASS III)

Not to scale Sidewalk SidewalkTravel Lane

Bicycle Route Signs

Travel Lane

Shared on-street facility

CYCLE TRACK/SEPARATED BIKEWAY (CLASS IV)

Not to scale Sidewalk 5’-7’
Bike Lane &

3-5’ min. Buffer

5’-7’
Bike Lane &

2-3’ min. Buffer

SidewalkParking Travel
Lane

Travel
Lane

Physically separated bike lane



Agriculture and Natural Resources
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GOALS

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Agriculture and Natural Resources Element. Each goal is sup-
ported by a number of more detailed policies to further guide decision-making.

AGRICULTURAL AND SOIL RESOURCES

Goal 4.A 	 Promote the productivity of agricultural lands surrounding Ceres and 
the continued viability of agriculture in Stanislaus County, and, rec-
ognizing the community’s agricultural heritage and its contribution to 
the local economy, support the preservation of agricultural character 
where it has cultural or scenic significance. 	

OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

Goal 4.B 	 Conserve and, where possible, enhance open space lands for the pres-
ervation of natural resources, the managed production of resources, 
outdoor recreation, and public health and safety.	

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Goal 4.C 	  Protect, restore, and enhance habitats and wildlife corridors that 
support fish and wildlife species to maintain populations at viable 
levels.	

Goal 4.D 	 Protect environmentally sensitive lands and rare, threatened, or 
endangered plant and animal communities.

Goal 4.E 	 Manage, enhance, and improve the city’s tree cover as a valuable 
community resource.

WATER RESOURCES

Goal 4.F  	 Protect and enhance the natural qualities of rivers, creeks, and 
groundwater.

AIR QUALITY

Goal 4.G 	 Protect and improve air quality in the Ceres area, and protect residents 
from harmful effects of air pollution.	

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Goal 4.H 	 Preserve and maintain sites, structures, and landscapes that serve as 
significant, visible reminders of the city’s social, architectural, and agri-
cultural history.	

Goal 4.I 	 Protect and preserve archaeological and paleontological resources in 
the Planning Area.

Goal 4.J 	 Protect Ceres’ Native American heritage.
Lo

ck
w

oo
d 

R
d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Cam
ino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St
H

er
nd

on
 R

d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik Ave

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

Prime Farmland

Farmland of Statewide Importance

Unique Farmland

Grazing Land

Confined Animal Agriculture

NonAgricultural and Natural Vegetation

Semi-Agricultural/Rural 

Vacant or Disturbed Land

Rural Residential Land

Urban/Built Up Land

Williamson Act Parcels

River

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, Department of Conservation,
2014; City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County GIS, 2017; Dyett & Bhatia, 2017.

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St
Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Camino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St
H

er
nd

on
 R

d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik A
ve

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Obscure
Bumble Bee

Moestan 
Blister Beetle

Valley Elderberry 
Longhorn Beetle

Steelhead 

Swainson's 
Hawk

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

CNDDB Threatened Species

Swainson's Hawk

Steelhead - Central Valley DPS

Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle

CNDDB Other Species 

Moestan Blister Beetle

Obscure Bumble Bee

USFWS Critical Habitat

Steelhead

River

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES
Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic Information Systems, 2015; 
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), 2015; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 2015;  

ESRI, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

    
 

Disclaimer: Information presented in this map is
based on data from CNDDB version 09/2015.
Areas of occurence on this map represent areas 
in which known locations of the species listed 
here have been found as of the date of this version.
There may be additional occurences of additional
species within this area which have not yet been
surveyed and/or mapped. Lack of information in the
CNDDB about a species or an area can never be 
used as proof that no special species occur in an area. 

CNDDB can be contacted for more information 
about these occurences. 

This figure shows the locations of the various farmland types, 
as well as other rural land categories as mapped by the State 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.

This figure shows critical habitats and special-status species 
that have been known to occur in or near the Planning Area as 
mapped by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California 
Natural Diversity Database. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

CRITICAL HABITATS AND SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES

The Agricultural and Natural Resources Element speaks to important themes re-
lated to the quality of life in Ceres, its heritage, and the long-term sustainability of 
both its economy and the environment. This Element includes goals and policies 
that highlight agricultural and natural resource conservation, including water re-
sources and air quality.

STATE LAW
State law requires cities to adopt conservation and open space elements as part of their general plans. An 
open space element is intended to ensure that cities and counties recognize that open space land is a lim-
ited and valuable resource and will prepare and carry out open space plans that guide the comprehen-
sive long-range preservation and conservation of open space land. A conservation element is required 
to provide guidance for the conservation, development, and utilization of natural resources including 
water quality and hydraulic force, forests, soils, rivers and other waters, harbors, fisheries, wildlife, min-
erals, and others as applicable to each jurisdiction. For Ceres, relevant natural resources include water 
quality and hydrology, soils, air quality, and biological resources.

In addition, cities and counties in the San Joaquin Valley are required to amend their general plans to in-
clude data and analysis, comprehensive goals, policies, and feasible implementation strategies designed 
to improve air quality. This Element includes policies to address air quality concerns in Ceres.
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Agricultural commodities in Stanislaus 
County yielded $4 billion in 2014. 

Sustainable growth patterns, Williamson Act contracts. voluntary agricultural 
conservation easements, farmland mitigation policies, right-to-farm ordinances, and 
agricultural buffers are some of the strategies for protecting farmland discussed in 
the Draft General Plan.

The Swainson’s Hawk and Steelhead Trout are two 
of five special-status species known to have occurred 
within or around the Planning Area. 



The purpose of the Public Facilities and Ser-
vices Element is to provide a policy framework 
for the City to manage infrastructure and ser-
vices, identify areas for improvement, and en-
sure that public utilities and services meet the 
needs of the community as the city grows and 
changes. More specifically, the Public Facili-
ties and Services Element addresses the plan-
ning, provision, and maintenance of police and 
fire services; parks and recreational facilities 
and programs; community facilities and librar-
ies; schools; water, recycled water, wastewa-
ter, drainage/stormwater, solid waste systems; 
and other public facilities and services.

Public Facilities and Services

STATE LAW
While Public Facilities and Services is not a mandated ele-
ment, it does include a number of topics that are required 
to be addressed in the General Plan, according to State law. 
State law requires a general plan to address land uses for 
education, public buildings and grounds, and solid and liq-
uid waste disposal facilities. In addition, State law requires 
that a general plan address the protection of the commu-
nity from any unreasonable risks. This includes consider-
ation of police, fire, and emergency medical services. Wa-
ter supply and demand is also required to be included in 
the General Plan and is addressed in this Element. 
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GOALS

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Public Facilities and Services Element. Each goal is supported by a number of more de-
tailed policies to further guide decision-making.

SCHOOLS

Goal 6.A 	 Provide for educational needs for all Ceres residents, ensuring that adequate school facili-
ties are available and appropriately located.		

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND LIBRARIES

Goal 6.B 	 Ensure community and library facilities and services are available to all current and future 
Ceres residents.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Goal 6.C 	 Establish and maintain a public park system and recreational facilities to meet the exercise, 
social, and cultural enrichment needs of Ceres residents, employees, and visitors.

WATER SUPPLY AND DEMAND

Goal 6.D 	 Ensure a safe and reliable potable water supply and delivery system sufficient to meet the 
current and future needs of the city.

WASTEWATER, STORMWATER, SOLID WASTE AND OTHER UTILITIES

Goal 6.E 	 Ensure adequate wastewater collection and treatment and the safe disposal of waste in a 
timely fashion to support the needs of current and future Ceres residents.

Goal 6.F 	 Collect and dispose of stormwater in a manner that minimizes inconvenience to the public, 	
reduces burden on existing stormwater facilities, encourages groundwater recharge, 
minimizes potential water-related damage, and enhances the environment.

Goal 6.G 	 Ensure the safe and efficient disposal, composting, or recycling of solid waste generated in 
Ceres.

Goal 6.H  	 Promote adequate levels of service for utilities provided by private companies and minimize 
negative effects on surrounding development during utility construction.

Goal 6.I 	 Utilize information technology as a communication medium to improve professional effi-
ciency, reduce dependency on nonrenewable resources, take advantage of ecological and 
financial efficiencies offered by an array of technologies, and inform residents.

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Persephone
Park

Neel
Park

Smyrna
Park

Whitmore
Mansion
(Planned)

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St
W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd
Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Cam
ino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St

H
er

nd
on

 R
d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik Ave

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

River Oaks 
Golf Course

Mancini 
Park

Ceres River Bluff 
Regional Park

Ceres
Memorial

Park

Roeding 
Park

Sam
Ryno 
Park

Riverview 
Park

Don Pedro 
Park

Berry Grove 
Park

Strawberry 
Fields Park

Independence 
Park

Redwood 
Park

Whitmore 
Park

Ceres
Community

Center

Ceres Lions
Park (Planned)

Eastgate
Park (Planned)

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

Skate Park

Neighborhood Park

Community Park

Regional Park

Parks Quarter Mile Service Radius

Parks Half Mile Service Radius

Parks Walkshed*

5 Minute Walking Distance

10 Minute Walking Distance

Planned Parks

Golf Course

Cemetery

Community Center

Schools

Proposed Parks

Potential Parks

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic Information 
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*Walksheds are calculated only for existing neighborhood and community parks in Ceres.

In 2035, taking into account 52 acres of proposed 
parks described in the West Landing Specific Plan 
and the Whitmore Ranch Specific Plan, the City 
is expected to provide 227 acres of public parks.

EXISTING AND PLANNED PARKS

Throughout the General Plan update process, 
elected officials, business owners, property 
owners and residents have shared concern for 
the lack of good jobs and need for more op-
tions to shop and dine in Ceres. In addition, 
community members have noted the poten-
tial for economic growth due to Ceres’ loca-
tion along SR 99, the potential revitalization of 
Downtown, and the strong schools which could 
attract businesses and prepare skilled work-
ers. The purpose of this element is to comple-
ment the Ceres Economic Development Stra-
tegic Plan by supporting economic growth in 
Ceres through attracting new businesses and 
leveraging its existing assets.

Economic and Community Development

STATE LAW
While the inclusion of economic development is not a 
mandated element of a general plan, State law indicates 
that a general plan may include additional elements that a 
community considers important to the physical develop-
ment of the city.

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Economic & Community Development Element. Each goal is supported by a number 
of more detailed policies to further guide decision-making.

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

Goal 7.A 	 Support a wide range of economic activity in Ceres that capitalizes on the city’s location, 
strengthens the City’s tax base, and supports and enhances quality of life.

Goal 7.B 	 Promote economic development that benefits the entire Ceres community through strategic 
investments and the expansion, attraction, and formation of jobs in Ceres across diverse 
economic sectors.

Goal 7.C 	 Attract and retain a mixture of businesses and employment-generating uses that are bene-
ficial for the community and provide a strong economic base.

Goal 7.D 	 Foster strong working relationships and continue to partner with businesses and 
employers, non-profit and private sector organizations, higher education and training insti-
tutions, and other public agencies in Ceres and in the region on economic development 
efforts.

FISCAL HEALTH

Goal 7.E 	 Achieve fiscal sustainability while providing core public services and maintaining public 
facilities and infrastructure.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Goal 7.F 	 Celebrate Ceres’ heritage and foster civic pride through community events and 
well-maintained public spaces.

Goal 7.G 	 Promote tourism as part of Ceres’ economic base.

Goal 7.H 	 Develop a vibrant environment in Downtown Ceres to attract businesses, workers, 
and residents to the community. Invest in and maintain Downtown infrastructure, 
and support Downtown businesses.

Goal 7.I 	 In order to better serve the public, actively engage the community, especially 
disadvantaged communities and people who have been historically 
underrepresented.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Goal 6.J 	 Provide adequate police services to ensure public safety, deter crime, and meet 
the growing demand for services associated with increasing population and non-
residential development in the Planning Area.

Goal 6.K 	 Protect residents of and visitors to Ceres from injury and loss of life, and protect 
property from fires.



The purpose of the Health and Safety Element is to identify the natural and man-
made public health and safety hazards that exist within the city, and to estab-
lish preventative and responsive policies to mitigate potential impacts. The City 
is committed to promoting the welfare of all its residents by improving public 
health through policies and programs that contribute to a clean environment, safe 
and convenient multi-modal transportation options, access to healthy food, and a 
strong community.

Health & Safety

STATE LAW
State law requires cities to include a public safety element, a noise element, and an environmental justice 
element in their general plans. The public safety element is required to include mapping of known seis-
mic and other geological hazards, and it must identify flood hazards and urban and wildland fire haz-
ards. Where applicable, it must also address evacuation routes, peak load water supply requirements, 
minimum road widths, and clearances around structures. The noise element must analyze and quanti-
fy noise levels and the extent of noise exposure in their jurisdictions. The environmental justice element 
should identify any disadvantaged communities within the Planning Area and include objectives and 
policies to reduce the unique or compounded health risks in disadvantaged communities. The Health 
and Safety Element includes goals and policies to fulfill these requirements.

Chapter Header
6.2	HEADER 1
HEADER 2
Header 3
Header 4

GOALS

GOALS
The following goals are included in the Health and Safety Element. Each goal is supported by a number 
of more detailed policies to further guide decision-making.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Goal 5.A 	 Promote public health in Ceres through partnerships, data-driven 
decisions, and a focus on residents with the greatest vulnerability to 
health risks.	

Goal 5.B 	 Encourage active lifestyles by reducing reliance on automobiles; 
improving the safety and convenience of using transit, walking, and 
bicycling; and providing recreational spaces. 	

Goal 5.C 	 Improve access to healthy food options, including locally grown foods.

Goal 5.D 	 Promote social cohesion by providing opportunities for civic engage-
ment; a safe, family-friendly environment; and public spaces for 
neighborhood interactions.	

CLIMATE CHANGE

Goal 5.E 	 Reduce the community’s GHG emissions to mitigate the rate and extent 
of climate change.

Goal 5.F 	 Increase the community’s resiliency and adaptive capacity for resisting 
and recovering from social, economic, and environmental disruption 
from climate change impacts.

SEISMIC AND GEOLOGIC HAZARDS

Goal 5.G 	 Minimize loss of life, injury, and property damage due to seismic and 
geologic hazards.

FLOOD HAZARDS

Goal 5.H 	 Protect lives and property from hazards associated with development in 
floodplains and manage floodplains for their natural resource values.	

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND OPERATIONS

Goal 5.I 	 Minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, serious illness, damage to 
property, and economic and social dislocations resulting from the use, 
transport, treatment, and disposal of hazardous materials.

AIRPORT HAZARDS

Goal 5.J 	 Minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, damage to property, and 
economic and social dislocations resulting from airport hazards. 

FIRE HAZARDS

Goal 5.K 	 Prevent and minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, and damage to 
property and natural resources resulting from fires.

NOISE

Goal 5.L 	 Protect the community from the harmful and annoying effect of 
exposure to excessive noise and vibration.

Potential Hazards in Planning Area
Figures in the Health & Safety Element identify potential hazards in the Planning Area.
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Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County 
Geographic Information Systems, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

* Park Walksheds are calculated only for existing and planned neighborhood parks, and community parks in Ceres. 
**School walksheds are calculated only for public elementary, middle, and high schools and charter schools. 

Service Radius for
Community Facilities

Half Mile Service Radius
for Community Centers

Half Mile Service Radius
for Library

Highway

Railroads

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

This figure shows areas within 5- and 10-minute walking distances of 
parks and 10-minute walking distances of schools.

ACCESS TO PARKS AND SCHOOLS

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Cam
ino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St

H
er

nd
on

 R
d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik Ave
Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

Dam Inundation Areas

Don Pedro

New Exchequer

San Luis

New Melones

River/Lakes

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic Information 
Systems, 2015; ESRI, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

  

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Camino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St

H
er

nd
on

 R
d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik A
ve

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

Hazardous Sites (SWRCB)

LUST Cleanup Site

Cleanup Program Site

School Investigation

Closed Sites

Hazardous Sites (DTSC)

Corrective Action

School Cleanup

School Investigation

State Response

River

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: GeoTracker, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), 2016;
Envirostor, Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC); City of Ceres, 2015

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

   

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Cam
ino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St

H
er

nd
on

 R
d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik Ave

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

6

6

1

3

2

4
3

2

5

3

3 2

5

2

Sources: Esri, USGS, NOAA

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railroads

River

Airport Property Line

Airport Influence Area

Existing Runway

Safety Zones (Composite)

1, Runway Protection Zone

2, Approach/Departure Zone

3, Inner Turning Zone

4, Outer Approach/Departure Zone

5, Sideline Zone

6, Traffic Pattern Zone

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere 
of Influence

General Plan
Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: Stanislaus County Airport Land Use Compatibility
 Plans, Modesto City-County Airport, 2016; City of Ceres, 2015; 

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

     
  

Lo
ck

w
oo

d 
R

d

Don Pedro Rd

M
oo

re
 R

d

G
ilb

er
t 

R
d

Garrison St

5t
h 

St

E Whitmore Ave

Kinser Rd

Hackett Rd

W Don Pedro Rd

W Service Rd

Finch Rd

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 7th St

W Hatch Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

9t
h 

St

D
al

la
s 

St

Herndon Rd

Rouse Ave

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

R
d

R
os

el
aw

n 
A

ve

El Camino Ave

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Robertson Rd

M
ar

ip
os

a 
R

d

Glenn Ave

N
 C

en
tr

al
 A

ve

Evans Rd

Lassen Ave

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

Fowler Rd

Beverly Dr

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

Roeding Rd

Caswell Ave

R
ic

hl
an

d 
A

ve

2n
d 

St

Rhode Rd

Bo
ul

de
r A

ve

E Redwood Rd

E Service Rd

River Rd

7th St

H
er

nd
on

 R
d

E Service Rd

C
en

tr
al

 A
ve

Bl
ak

er
 R

d

M
or

ga
n 

R
d

E Grayson Rd

W Whitmore Ave

E Redwood Rd

E Whitmore Ave

E Hatch Rd

M
itc

he
ll 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
dW Redwood Rd

W Grayson Rd

U
st

ic
k 

R
d

E Hatch Rd

C
ro

w
s 

La
nd

in
g 

R
d

River Rd

River Rd

Mitchell Rd

Turner Rd

W Hackett Rd

Winmoore Wy

Fa
ith

 H
om

e 
R

d

Pa
rad

ise
 R

d

S 
C

ar
pe

nt
er

 R
d

S 
9t

h 
St

Su
tt

er
 A

ve

Bo
ot

he
 R

d

Richard Wy

Nadine Ave

Tu
cs

on
 A

ve

K
no

x 
R

d

Es
m

ar
 R

d

Sonora Ave

St
on

um
 R

d

Pecos Ave

Chicago Ave

Roeding Rd

M
of

fe
tt

 R
d

E a
st

ga
te

Bl
vd

Malik A
ve

Helen Perry Rd

Butte Ave

Bo
is

e 
A

ve

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

 A
ve

Oates Ct

Marchy Ln

Partee Ln

Walnut Ave

Br
ow

n 
A

ve

R
os

e 
A

ve

Ve
nu

s 
D

r

MODESTO

STANISLAUS 
COUNTY

99

Modesto 
City-County

Airport

Highway

Ramps

Major Roads

Local Roads

Railraods

Flood Hazard Areas

Floodway

100 Year Floodzone
(1% Annual Chance Flood Hazard)

500 Year Floodzone
(0.2% Annual Chance Flood Hazard)

River

City of Ceres

Ceres Sphere of Influence

General Plan Planning Area

0 0.5 10.25

MILES

Data Source: FEMA Flood, 2015; City of Ceres, 2015; Stanislaus County Geographic
Information Systems, 2015; ESRI, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2015.

C i t y  o f  C e r e s
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

 

DAM INUNDATION

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

AIRPORT HAZARDS

FLOOD HAZARDS

Ph
ot

o 
So

ur
ce

: D
on

 C
oo

l

Ph
ot

o 
So

ur
ce

: D
on

 C
oo

l

Portions of the Planning Area along the Tuolumne River are at 
risk of flooding. 

The agricultural industry is at risk from climate change effects, 
including high temperatures and changes in water supply. 

Convenient access to fresh foods, instead of fast food, 
is associated with improved health outcomes.


